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Invitation to Join NCCPB 
as a member company or 
organization:

NCCPB is open to all: seed industry companies 
and organizations interested in supporting 
plant breeding, breeder education, and plant 
improvement.

Membership application information and 
current dues structure can be found at:
http://www.nccpb.org/become.html

Contact Ann Jorss at 703-837-8140 or 
ajorss@amseed.org any time for further 
information on membership in NCCPB

Please fi ll out the membership 
application and send to:

Ann Jorss
1701 Duke Street, Suite 275
Alexandria, VA 22314

NCCPB Mission:
 To promote plant breeding and 

genetic research for seed and trait 
improvement

 To help attract, educate, and mentor 
new plant science talent for the 
global seed industry

 To support appropriate intellectual 
property protection that encourages 
and enables research investments 
into plant breeding worldwide

 To address emerging issues impacting 
commercial plant breeders’ ability to 
deliver quality seed products 

 To enable access to a greater 
diversity of genetic resources and to 
encourage new discoveries. 

www.nccpb.org
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NCCPB represents seed industry 
member companies and 
organizations in the business of 
plant improvement.

Our eff orts are guided by the following 
values and behaviors:

 We serve to encourage cooperation, 
partnering, and mutual support with 
public research and educational 
institutions.

 We recognize outstanding scientifi c 
contributions in the fi eld of plant 
improvement through our awards 
program.

 We foster highest standards of 
professional and business ethics 
among all concerned with plant 
genetic and breeding research.

 We support improving systems of 
intellectual property protection to 
encourage research investments 
leading to novel  improvement 
and development of plants on a 
worldwide basis.  

 We encourage new discoveries and 
their application to improve of crop 
production

Public Breeder Award
NCCPB has awarded 46 public plant breeders since 
1963 for their contributions to plant breeding and 
improvements.

P. Stephen Baenziger  was recognized for his research 
which improved the agronomic performance and winter 
hardiness of small grains and for developing new 
breeding methods. He co-released 44 cultivars and 36 
germplasm lines. His teaching and service activities 
emphasize graduate education and outreach in plant 
breeding and genetics, as well as leadership in numerous 
roles.

Graduate Student Awards
NCCPB funded 3 Graduate Student Awards for 2013, 
raising the total number to 35 student merit awards 
granted at 14 universities since 1997. 

Brian DeVries, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Sarah Potts, University of Illinois, and Katherine Frels, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, were selected for their 
research excellence, demonstrated leadership potential 
and a passion for plant breeding and genetics.

USDA-Research, Education and Economics Listening 
Session on Plant Breeding 
The goal of reducing the vulnerability of the US 
and global food supply by increasing productivity 
and resiliency in major crops has been identifi ed 
as a priority by a wide range of leading authorities 
including the President’s Council on Advisors on 
Science and Technology. The NCCPB stated the need for 
strong support of genetic resource conservation and 
development at this meeting. In order to accomplish 
this and other goals the work of the public and private 
sectors must complement each other to build an 
improved Infra-structure to support plant breeding.

NCCPB, in collaboration with ASTA, is hopeful that this 
meeting will be a launching point for further research 
and support beginning with the FY2015 budget 
process.

Liaisons with National Association of Plant Breeders 
(NAPB) and the Plant Breeding Coordinating Committee  
(PBCC).  NCCPB  and ASTA have two NAPB liaisons; 
Donn Cummings, Monsanto and Don Blackburn, Dow 
AgroSciences, and there is one NAPB liaison to NCCPB; 
Tom Koch, AgReliant Genetics. These close cooperative 
eff orts enhance the voice of all groups.

NCCPB contributed to NAPB/PBCC through active 
participation in board meeting and subcommittees 
with the goal to ensure collaboration with commercial 
plant breeding interests.  In 2013, we provided critical 
engagement in the development of bylaws and in 
membership engagement for long term association 
sustainability.  The NAPB Annual Meeting will be held 
August 5-8, 2014 hosted in Minneapolis by our member 
company Syngenta with the NCCPB past president, 
Dwight Bostwick facilitating. 

Sponsored Speaker  
The following ideas for speakers for 2014 Annual Meeting 
include: hearing back from graduate students who have 
previously received the NCCPB Graduate Award, a “where 
are they now” session.; Breeder to Chef, continuing 
education opportunities with companies; certifi cate 
programs, and a communications workshop, Automated/
drone based phenotyping. The main focus of the speaker is 
always on how we give added value to members.

Representation in ISF 
Engagement in the International Seed Federation 
through our representative Dr. Stephen Smith, DuPont/
Pioneer, our President, continues to provide valuable 
presence and feedback in his work within ISF and the US 
National Genetic Resources Advisory Council. Important 
needs are to achieve greater global access and more 
diversity of germplasm on a global scale. 

ASTA International Executive Committee 
Jose Re sits on this committee, which brings NCCPB an 
international perspective to issues aff ecting the US plant 
breeding community.

Who We Are 
What We Do

2013 NCCPB Contributions and Accomplishments:


